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Make a list of all the “firsts” accomplished by Marie Curie.  

In what ways does the work of Marie Curie affect our world today?  

Have the students bring a newspaper article that has something to do with radioactivity, it could be nuclear energy, nuclear weapons, or medical technology, carbon dating, etc.

For a period of one month, track how many newspaper articles relate in some way to radioactivity, and therefore the work of Marie Curie.  

Research consumer products in the past that contained radium.  

Research consumer products today that are radioactive.  

Discuss the differences in background radioactivity in different parts of the country.  

Find out how much natural background radioactivity exists in your area.  

Find out how many additional radioactive elements have been discovered since Marie Curie and Pierre Curie discovered radium and polonium.  

Discuss how the work of one scientist inspired the work of others.   

What was happening in American history in 1867, the year Marie Sklodowska Curie was born?  

What was happening in Polish history in 1867?  

How did her childhood affect the rest of Marie S. Curie’s life?  
Project how your own childhood might affect you later in life.  

What is a governess?  

Why did Marie S. Curie become a governess?

How would it feel to move away from home to live and work with a family you had never met?

How would you feel about sending most of your paycheck to pay for your sister’s education?

Is there anyone in your life for whom you would be willing to sacrifice, so they could accomplish their goals?  

Do you think Marie S. Curie changed a lot during the years she was a governess?  Why or why not?

Research the life of Pierre Curie.

Plot the timeline of Marie Curie’s life.  Include the dates of other important scientific discoveries such as the X-ray.  

Choose one aspect of Marie Curie’s life that interests you from Something Out of Nothing:  Marie Curie and Radium.  Do additional research on this part of her life and write about it.
Research other women who were first in their fields such as Amelia Earhart.  
Discuss what you admire about Marie Curie and why.  
What type of discrimination did Marie Curie face?  

Discuss the timeline of women’s rights.  

Discuss what it must have been like for Marie Curie to live during a time when all things Polish were illegal.  How would you feel if you were told you could no longer speak English, or study American history?   

Research the city of Paris.

Many famous French people are buried at the Pantheon.  Choose one of them and write a brief paragraph about them.  

Discuss the differences between primary and secondary sources. 

Discuss how the internet can be used in research.  

Contrast the types of web sites that can be found on the internet.  Which web sites could be used for research?   

Discuss the differences between a biography and autobiography.  

Marie Curie invented a new word:  radioactivity.  If you were going to invent a new word based on something in your life, what would it be?  

Find out more about traveling by ship across the Atlantic Ocean in the 1920s.  

Why do you think Americans gave money to give Marie Curie a gift?  

Find out about other scientific discoveries since the discovery of radium.  

SUGGESTED WEB SITES
http://www.orau.org/ptp/museumdirectory.htm

            Dr. Paul Frame maintains the web site of the Health Physics Historical Instrumentation Museum Collection for Oak Ridge Associated Universities.  This museum is dedicated to preserving the scientific and commercial history of radioactivity and radiation.  
http://www.iem‑inc.com/

            A web site provided by Integrated Environmental Management, Inc., which covers a wide variety of information on radiation.

http://science.howstuffworks.com/nuclear.htm
            A wonderful web site that explains how many different things work including nuclear radiation, nuclear bombs, radon, carbon-14 dating, and X rays.  

http://pearl1.lanl.gov/periodic/default.htm
            The Los Alamos National Laboratory's Chemistry Division has created this site for students to learn more about the periodic chart.  

http://www.nei.org/scienceclub/nuclearworld.html
            An animated web site by the Nuclear Energy Institute that covers the subject of nuclear energy.  

            

http://www.lbl.gov/abc/
            The ABCs of nuclear science.

http://www.darvill.clara.net/nucrad/index.htm
            General site about radioactivity  

http://nobelprize.org/

Official site for the Nobel Peace Prize where you can find information on prize winners and their acceptance speeches.  
